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The Head Hunter
(HONG KONG-COLOR)

Hong Kong. April 1.

A New Century Film Production (LK)
Co Executive Producer. Kung heung-Kai.
Direeted by Lou Shing-Hon Features en-
ure cast. Sereenplay, Szetu Cheuk-lon,
assistant director, Ngan Lo, martial ans
mstructor Wung Chan. art director. Mak
Hin Yeunng  music. Tang Sm-Lam:
edior. Pun Hung: special ellects, Rwong
Wai-llung  Reviewed ot State: Theatre,
Hong Kong. April 1, 1982, Runming ume, 90
MINS.
Nguyen Dich
Vickey Lee .
Kim Tai Yung . . . Phlip Chan
Fanny . Pully Carpio

With Or Chung Heung Tang Chun. Lee
Kar Lui, Law Kuk Wi Wong Kam Sun,
Flora Cheung
(Cantonese sowndttack wih English sub-

titlesy

Chow Yun Fat

Lau Shing-Hon, once 4 member
of the young “new”™ wave Hong
Kong directors, who generated
favorable critical raves with his
serio-erolic "House Of The Lute ™ in
1979. tries his hand at commercial
filmmaking as his sccond feature
and [ails to ereate the siime impact.

“The Head Humer™ louks like a
carbon, if not a4 variauon, of Ann
Hui's Cantonese ~Story Of Wu

Viet,” though Lau’s project is said

10 have been started carlier but ran
into production problems which de-
layed its general release

It's the same old chestnut about a
professional ussassin who gets ro-
mantically linked with o nosy lady
Journalist who Liter gets to know too
much. It is, however, forgivable
the film can involve the viewers into
believing whatever the principals
are meant to be doing. But with all
the unclear motives and counter-
motives, they are mere stock char-

-acters and unappealing cold ones il

that.

Kw.an Chi-Lam

1 tells about o battle-prone Vet
namese soldier who ends up in
Hong Kong, via buat, then enters
mob “socicty us @ moody head-
hunter. Lau's picture also stars
matinee idol Chow Yun Fal in
another typecast hired  assassin
portraval.

The scenario is muddled and the
general presentalion is amateur
ish. with few sparks of imagmation
and originality. except the blood
baths. Even the lovemaking s
forced. Carelessness s evident
many  major sequences Philip
Clun’s machete hnile s waithom
blood alter choppmpg avictim

The huge suppurting cast is imure
interesting to wateh tham the prin-
cipals. Chow repeats hiiselt, while
actress Kwan Chi-Loun as a1y
newscaster-journahist pliin
dieadiul

It is o most disappomung wark
from o director who showed great
Promise as a serious hhmmaker.

Overall, Tht Head Hunter”
provides small pleasures as o
serious and commerical lilm, bul
will likely rake in cash becintse ol
1the nudity . pretentious fovemaking
and the all reliable blend of blood. .
violence and murder. —Alel.
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