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1 A L’'USAGE DES MEMBRES DU BUREAU

The StunQ Man
Lo (COLORY

Carcful handling a must for
unusual look at filmmaking
world. Standout peri by 1Pe-
ter O'Toule,

Hollywood, June 4.

A Melvin Simon proguction Produced. -
directed by Richard Hush Excewtive pro-
ducer, Melvin Simon Stars Peter O Toole,
Steve Railshack, Barbuara Hershey,
Scerecnplay, Lawrence Y AMarcus, adap-
tatton by Richard Rush, hosed onnovel Ly
Paut Brodeur: camera (Aletrocolor),
Murio Tosi; editors, Jack Holstra, Caro-
e Ferriol; music, Dominic #ronticie:
art diréetion, James Schuppe: sel decora-
uon, Richard Spero, costume design, Hos-
annis Nortoen; sound, Jim Tanenbaum:
asseciate producer, Paul Lewis; assistant

director, Frunk Beetson., Reviewed at
MM Stodies, Culver City, Junc 4, 1980,
(MPAA Rating. R) Running time. 129
MINS. -

EhCross ........ .. . Peter O Tosle
Cameron ... ... ... .. Steve Naitsback
Nina Franklin . o Barbara Hershey
Sanr .o, L L CAllen Goorwilz
Joke PN o Alex Roeco

Dhenise Coe Sharen Farrell
Haymond Badey ... Adion toarke
Ace <. . ....I’hilip Bruns

Chuck Barton, . oo Chuck Baal

Strikingly well-made and con-
sideruably ambitious, “The Stunt
Man"” is one of the most unusual
domestic pictures to come along in
some time, delivering goods quite
different than its title niisihn sug-
gest Film for some reason has heen

“languishing on the sbell for o couple

of years and is stll without o distri-
huator, although exee producer Mel-
vin Simon will 1y o fest engoge-

“ment in Seattle starting June 27 In -

the right hands, pic could hnd o,
witler audience than the cult ol- !
lowing it is certain to attract

A number of actors stack the ]
cards against standard commer- |
cia? acceptability from the outset: !
world-of-lilmmaking  selting,  in-
tentionally convoluted narrative,
sell-conscious “truth vs. illusion”™ |
theme, and lack of strong bo.
names. )

‘b;)ck's p.o.v., odd mood of suime-!

However, from Lthe opening vir-
tuoso scene, helmer Richard Rush
puts the ‘audience on its loes and, |
“through a duzzling display of kine- ‘
fic direction which he munages to |
 sustain, with only o couple ol lapses, |
for more than (wo hours, fascin- |
ates with an iipressive cinemuatic ’
Juggling acl. |

Ofl-heat tale, based on Paul Bro- E
deur's 1970 novel, has Vietnam vet |
Steve Raidlshack on the Tam and ac-
cepting refuge from both heneve-
lent and sinister fihn director Pe.
“ler O'Toole, who puts the fugitive
through seme highly  dingerous
‘paces as o stunl man while
shielding him from the cops.

His hair died blond tu mateh the
actor for whum he is donblng and
immediately beholden to hs diree- .
tor, Railshack becomes totally im- ]
mersed in the process of putting fic- |
tion on film, an event which Rush
paints in bold, swilt strokes, cn-
phasizing the trickery, vgos and
power trips of insular world's habi-
tues. i

As he gels caught up in the swirl, |
Railshack hecomes suspicious of
his collaborators’ motives and in-&
Lentions, going so [ar as o maging |
. that ©'Toole intends Lo actually kil
Fhim in film's cimactie stant. As!

slory is basically told from Rails- !
I

what whimsical parannia (1(‘\’t'lup5i
into state of genuine tension by the:
[inule. .

Precise fragmentation of Law-:
rence B Murcus' sereenplay re-
calls same writer's work on PPet-
ulia,” as does the prevailing wene ol
disenchunted  romanticism. Mar-

ceusand Rush are leost snceeesstul in

making full ceredible the relation-
ship between Ronlshack and filng- |

g

- —_—

Fantaisie

Film dont le genre est difficile 3 cerner. SEC
tes et du langage assez vert, le jury convient de le classifier

within-the-film star Barbura Her-
shey, with his disillusionment upon
discovering that she once had a
fling with O'Tuole playing as parti-
cilarly  unconvincing. Most  sur-
prising, actually, is that latler
would have been interesled in her, |
as subtest und subtle ¢lues hint that |
director character probably pre- |
fers guys o pals.

IFor his pait, O'Toole is excellent
I his best, cleanest performance in
yeurs, Communding as always, he |
smiashingly  deleates an omni- |
poient, godlike type whose totad !
control over those around him
mokes hime seeni almost unreal,
which is very minch in aceord with
the point of the [im

Railsback 15 forceful, confused
and pliable by turns iis w mere piece
ol drittwood caught up in a whirl-
pool, Hershey, despite a certain
Lick of visible motivations, is en-
gagingly Takey and radiant at the
smme time Supporting turns, not-
ably those by Atlen Goorwitz as a
writer resigned to bheing dom-
mated by OToole, Alex Ruceo as a |
toreatening sheriff and Chuek Badl
AN osenior stunt expert, areoall on
Largel.

Technical work is superlative,
from Nuario Tosi’s ravishing lens-
ing and Jack Hoflstra and Caroline
Ferriol's split-second — editing 1o
i Dominic Frontiere’s rich score and
{the elaborate helicopter, erime and
iq!nnl work by many worthy
Chands —Cart.

En raison des séquences intimis-
14 ans.
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